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engineer in this area. At the writing of this document,
Ralph continues to work on this elusive problem on a daily
basis. All of WPKR's equipment has been and continues to
operate according to all manufacturer specifications and
FCC rUles and regulations. Ralph is in the process of
doing infra-red heat sensitive testing to locate the
arcing causing the alleged interference. Preliminary
testing agrees with suspicions that the arcing is not
caused by any property or equipment owned by WPKR.
WPKR is a tenant on a tower owne~ bv 4X Corporation,
Neenah, Wisconsin.

I have had the opportunity to study the petition for
an order to show cause filed bef re the Federal Commu
nications Commission and dated December 9, 1994.

The entire petition is based upc~ FCC rules, part 73
73.318, which is not applicable. Section 73.318 deals
with FM BLANKE:r~G INTERFERE~CE. The type of interfer
ence being experienced by TV vie~ers in Ripon is
interference caused by arcing somewhere on the 4X
Corporation owned :ower wh::h WPKR :eases antenna space.
The other portlon of this ron-applicable section deals
with blanketing lnterferen e in the first year of
operation (See r Jones Inrercable contends that
WPKR increased power in De ember 1993. WPKR transmitter
logs do not indlcate that n be so. WPKR did experience
a complete trans~i::er outage i~ the fourth quarter of
1993 due to the a:tions of a co~-=actor hired by 4X
Corporation to re-insulatE' the . ransmitter bUilding
before winter. )ur cOwplece transmitter plant had to
be investigated and several areas of the transmitter had
to he replaced as a resul" of t~e sawdust and insulation
drawn inte the transmitte~ cool1~g intake fans during
the contractor's construction pe~iod. Following the
cleaning and refurbishing c~ the WPKR 20KW RCA transmitter,
my engineers commented to me thdr the transmitter was
working ": ust 1 ike it was n~· ....

During my tenure as president o~ Midwest Dimensions, Inc.
licensee of WPKR I F~), Ou:rL. Wisconsin, WPKR has always
had an updated version of F C R_ies and Regulations
OD hand. Updates are pro~lded frequently by the Rules
Service Company of Rockv:lle, ~3ryland. I personally
place all updatet in the :0 se- eaf book 90 as to
familiarize mvsel! as mu_'ls ssjble with rule changes.

The above statement is to :re ~st of my ability true

an~t~. ':?::UPeriUry.
Date: December 19, 1994
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It is my pleasure to inform you that KKIN has been
named winner of a Special Citation for Spot News Coverage
for the year 1969 by the Radio Television News Directors
Association as part of its annual International awards
competition.

I"",,,,,, WIBe KKIN was cited for its coverage of the event and the
"( "''''lOR aftermath of a series of tornadoes near Outing, Minnesota.
~,'~ , r'OO~rU\"nOAugust 6, 1969. The nomination for the special citation

",I " 'I", was made by the judges of the mid-west regional RmDA com-
' •.,,, Yn,' 'oC.', petition, and confirmed by the judges of the International

s,;~'~_ U".~"rl;o'=:,.,,~n;\L:o,'/o competition during the judging this last month.

The judges of the International competition said:
"for a station in a small market, with a limited staff and

',C" .. limited faCilities, the coverage of both the storm situation
and the aftermath which included 12 fatalities and Widespread
damage. KKIN's coverage was in the finest traditions of
broadcast news."
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As you may know, the presentation of these awards is a
highlight of the annual RTNDA conference. That conference thtl
year will be held Sept. 22-26 at the Brown Palace Hotel in
Denver, Colorado. The awards luncheon will be on Thursday,
September 24. We hope that you and other members of your
staff will be there to receive the award in person.
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",1-, (,I!,-, Publicity about the .ward will be coordinated by Sheldon
Pe~ergon, Time-Life Broadcasting, Time-Life Building, Room 19~~.

New York (212-556-4~86), Th1g letter is to inform you, in
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confidence, of your winning the award. We would like !£
hold the release until Monday, September 21, 1970, for the
trade press, and the beginning of the conference in Denver.
If you have any questions about the publicity, or want to
coordinate your release or advertising plans, please contact
Sheldon at the above address.
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Sincerely,

~v'J.~tJ--
RiJhard D. Yoakam~_)
Awards Co-Chairman
Indiana University
Department of Radio-TV
Bloomington, Indiana 47401",rll
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August 28, 1969

Hr. Lla'Tles Loursolle
r'lanager, Radio Station K[IT,
I,i tkil1, r·1innesota 56431

Dear H1'. ('ours olle :

I wish to conunend you and members of KKIN for your
outstanding contribution immediately following the
disastrous tornado that swept through the Outing,
1,1innesota area on the evening')f August 6th.

An outstanding job of repcrti:-Jg ami broadcasting what
had 11appene:~., and what vIaS 11a~pening at the moment,
was greatly appreciated ir the area.

T would appreciatt' it if :01..1 would convey my sincere
appreciatioL to yuur slaf'> fcr their fine and unselfish
C ontributi 01 ,jurLng thi s Y'ec "'rt disas ter.

Sincerely,

Harold LeVander
G 0 V ERN 0 R

HL:wh
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Eugene T. Smith

Attorney at lAw

(202) 347-2363

Mr. William caton
Acting Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
Washington, D. C. 20554

Dear Mr. caton:

715 G Strut, S.E. ;

'Washington, D. C. 20003

December 21, 1994

Re: Doc. No. 90-139,
RM-7l49

On behalf of Midwest DLmensions, Inc., licensee of Station
WPKR (PM), amro, Wisconsin, there are transmitted herewith for
filing an original and four copies of a Petition Por Extraordinary
Relief in the referenced proceeding.

If additional information is needed, please contact the under
signed.

Attachments

cc: David D. Oxenford, Jr., Esq. (wiatt.)
Denise B. Moline, Esq. (wiatt.)
Brian M. Madden, Esq. (wiatt.)
FCC Staff (wiatt.)



Before the
PEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Washington, D.C. 20554

In the Matter of

Amendment of Section 73.202 (b),
Table of Allotments,
FM Broadcast Stations

(Oshkosh and Winneconne, WI, and
Menominee, MI)

To: Chief, Allocations Branch
Policy and Rules Division
Mass Media Bureau

)
)
)
)

)
)

)
)
)
)
)
)

)

)

Doc. No. 90-139
RM-7149

PETITION FOR EXTRAORDINARY RELIEF

1.) On October 12, 1989, a Petition For Rule Making was filed

with the Commission in the captioned proceeding seeking to amend

S 73.202 (b) of the Commission's Rules in the-following respects:

Oshkosh, WI

Winneconne, WI

Menominee, MI

Present
244A & 280A

280A

Proposed
244A

280C3

279C3

2.) A notice of proposed Rule Making was released March 21,

1990, and a Comment date was set for May 14, 1990. As of this date,

all commenting parties, and/or parties proposing counter-proposals,

have been heard, and/or resolved.

3.) Midwest Dimensions, Inc., licensee of Station WPKR (FM),

amro, Wisconsin, respectfully requests that the Commission finalize

this Rule Making for the following public interest reasons:
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A. Winneconne, Wisconsin, can receive local broadcast service.

B. Station WVBO (formerly WMGV) shall be provided a wide area
coverage facility by re-claffication from Class A to Class C3.

c. Station WRYB, Menominee, Michigan, shall be provided a wide
area coverage facility by a change of frequency, and re-classi
fication from Class A to Class C3,

D. Station WJMR, Peshtigo, Wisconsin (a construction permit)
can be modified to Class C2 status from Class A, thus providing
a wide area service.

E, The community of Valders, Wisconsin, can receive a Class A
allotment providing this community with a first local service.

F. Station WOWN, Shawano, Wisconsin, will be able to change
frequency, and eliminate a directional antenna system.

G. And Station WPKR will be able to move to a new frequency,
thus eliminating a costly proceeding involving alleged inter
ference.

4.) Good Rule Making in the PM frequency banG serves the public

interest. A review of the attached statement from the President of

the licensee corporation of Station WPKR (FM) will lead the Commis-

sion to a prompt. resolution of Docket No. 90-139., It is for these

reasons that the Commission is urged to grant the relief requested

in this Petition.

December 21, 1994



STATEMENT OF JAMES R. COURSOLLE

~y name iR 3ames k. Coursolle.
Manager of the licensee corporation
Wisconsin. The antenna/transmitter
near the City o~fRipon, Wisconsin.
mounted on a tower not owned by the

I am the President and General
off Station WPKR (FM), amro,
for Station WPKR (FM) is located
S~ation WPKR tFM)'s antenna is
licensee of Station WPKR (FM).

Since the fall of 1989, I have been following the Commission
proceeding which eventually became Doc. NO. 90-139, involving FM
channel changes in the communities of Oshkosh and Winneconne,
Wisconsin, and Menominee, Michigan.

In the summer of 1993, the tower on which Station WPKR (FM)'s
antenna is located took a lightning strike. A tornado touched down
some three blocks from the tower. The high winds caused the owner
of the tower to retension its tower. Weather, and weather related
information has always been a part of my broadcast belief that the
public has a vital interest in this topic. And to that topic, the
majority of my broadcast career has been devoted to bringing to the
public, weather information. Please note the attached (Attachment A)
award which I received in 1970 at a RTNDA conference. Which leads me
to Attachment B in 1978 wherein the President of a local Wisconsin
bank comments upon my radio station's efforts to keep the public
appraised on tornardo warnings and tornardo survival.

Which brings us to the summer of 1994. Attachment C is a news
paper picture from the Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Sentinel of Auqust 29,
1994, depicting a scene from the aftermath of a tornardo which
struck in the service area of Station WPKR (FM). Attachment 0 is
a hand written letter from Julie & Bill Thompson advising Station
WPKR (FM) that the bornardo warnings broadcast on Station WPKR (FM)
possibly'.saved the life of a Green Bay Packer football fan from los
ing his life. Attachment E is a September 15, 1994, letter from the
Fond du Lac County Chapter of the American Red Cross thanking Station
WPKR (FM) l50r its coverage of the August of 1994 severe weather which
struck Central Wisconsin.

Which brings us to the purpose of this statement. Attachment~F

is a running log prepared by the ChiE~f Engineer of Station WPKR (PM)
from January 31, 1994, to October 11, 1994. This log sets forth
the dates and times when Station WPKR (FM) was either off the air, or
operating at reduced power. The pubtic~ or the ·public interest
cannot be served if your radio station is off the air, or operating
at reduced power. Thus far, in 1994 I' Station WPKR (PM) has been off
the air, or operatinq at reduced power approximately 55 days.
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To correct this problem, our li.censee corporation has expended
more than $35,000.00 in out of pocket expenses attempting to correct
an alleged interference problem. We have engaged the services of
Mr. Ralph E. Evans (Attachment G). Mr. Evans has prepared two
reports (Attachment H) detailing the results os his study of the
antenna/tower for Station WPKR (FM), and the repairs which he has
requested. Mr. Evans' statement that • ... it is this engineer's
recommendation that WPKR consider moving the transmitter to a less
sensitive site.· is an appropriate solution to this problem.

The Commission's attention is invited to Attachment I. Station
WPKR (PM) applied for, and has received permission to operate at
reduced power.

There is a solution to the alleged interference problems at
Station WPKR (FM). Should the Commission finalize Doc. No. 90-139,
Station WPKR (PM) can move away from the Ripon, Wisconsin, head-in
cable antenna tower, and move its antenna/transmitter location closer
to its city of license.

This statement is true and correct, and it is given under penalty
of perjury.

Respectfully submitted,

MIDWEST DIMENTIONS, INC.

e Coursolle
sident

Date:__-+--:...._+---L-.~_
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The
NATJOI\J/-\l B~/\N!(
of Waupun
210 East f""':.Iin ~lIel'I, Wauplln, WiSCUIlSill 5J%J (414)324.5551

LJuly 21, 1978

He Jim COlll-~;ollc, Fre~;jd~rlt

Hadia station I'JLKE-\vGGQ

6U9 Ilome Avenue
liaupulI, Wiscunsin SJ96J

Uear Jim:

Ulirillg our last visit iLt the bank I intended La congratulate you
all the cOlltinuiny ~nogralll of liLKE concernillg toruull0 survival and
Walllilll]s.

Your civic contribution is exemplified further by the ad that appears
in tile July 19th, 1978 issue of tile Waupun Lead~l· News. It is excellent.
1\1 so on the radio we Ilc<Jr cOllullenlal:Y lJ)' la\~ enforcement people and
olllcl-S regal-ding tornado slJrvivill

1 alii sur'? you are aware that lIns fine conununity service is sincerely
ilppreciated by the people of Waupun aile the surrounding areil. l\gain,
uUi" sincere conyratulatiuns.

Kindest regar<.ls,

TilE N1\TlON1\L DANK OF WAUPUN

fiLl-<- /r----.-
S. E. lIemle:::son, President
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+ American Red Cross

WPKR RADIO
P.O.BOX 3450
OSHKOSH WI. 54903
JIM COURSOLLE

DEAR,JIM

Fond du Lac Count}' Chapter
272 N. Mam Street
rond du Lac, Wisconsin 54935
41-t·922·3450

SEPTEMBER 15, 1994

I WANTED TO TAKE A FEW MINUTES TO LET YOU AND YOUR STAFF KNOW
THAT THE AMERICAN RED CROSS OF FOND DU LAC COUNTY,WANTS TO THANK
YOU FOR YOUR EXCELLENT COVERAGE OF THE SEVERE WEATHER YOU PROVIDED
ON AUGUST 26-27TH

THE COVERAGE YOU PROVIDED,ONLY HIGHLIGHTS THE DEDICATION YOU AND
YOUR STAFF HAVE TO THE FOND DU LAC COUNTY,AND THE SURROUNDING
AREA. I HAVE NO DOUBT YOUR COVERAGE SAVED PERSONAL PROPERTY AND
PERSONAL SAFETY

THE WPKR LISTENING AREA IS FORTUNATE TO HAVE YOUR STAFF OF WELL
TRAINED PERSONNEL, IN A TIME OF A POSSIBLE DISASTER.

I KNOW THAT WHEN THE WEATHER WAS AT IT'S WORST,YOUR STATION
RECEIVED 1 MORE LISTENER, SHE WORKS IN THE OFFICE AND TUNED INTO THE
LOCAL STATIONS, ONLY TO FIND A PROGRAMMED SHOW, SHE NOW HAS HER RADIO
TUNED TO WPKR ..

AS THE HEALTH AND SAFETY COORDINATOR OF FOND DU LAC COUNTY,I
WANT TO THANK YOU

PLEASE CONTINUE TO GIVE THIS COMMUNITY SERVICEl

.--- .......

.... ~ ..-..;.. ..
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